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Amendments to the Abstract: 

Please add the following: 

This invention relates generally to methods and apparatus for desorption and 
ionization of analytes for the purpose of subsequent scientific analysis by such methods, for 
example, as mass spectrometry or biosensors. More specifically, this invention relates to the 
field of mass spectrometry, especially to the type of matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization, 
time-of- flight mass spectrometry used to analyze macromolecules, such as proteins or 
biomolecules. Most specifically, this invention relates to the sample probe geometry, sample 
probe composition, and sample probe surface chemistries that enable the selective capture and 
desorption of analytes, including intact macromolecules, directly from the probe surface into the 
gas (vapor) phase without added chemical matrix. 
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Amendments to the Drawings: 

The attached sheets of drawings include changes to Figs. 1, 2, 5 A, 5B, 8, 18, 20, 
22, 24, 25A and 25B. These sheets, which include Figs. 1, 2, 5 A, 5B, 8, 18, 20, 22, 24, 25A and 
25B, replace the original sheets including these same figures. 

Attachment: Replacement Sheet 

Annotated Sheet Showing Changes 



Page 31 of 32 



